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M-81 Errors and Omissions 


The Association has been advised 
by the Civilian Production Adminis- 
tration that a number of errors and 
omissions occurred in the printing of 
the amendment to Order M-81, which 
was issued November 16. Although 
CPA plans to issue an amendment to 
rectify these errors and omissions, the 
N. C. A., as a service to its members, is 
printing the changes which will be 
made in the corrected order. These 
changes are as follows: 

Apple sauce—can sizes should be 
2 and 10 instead of 2% and 10. 

Asparagus—add No. 2 cans to the 
sizes listed. 

Mixed vegetables items 61 and 62— 
add No. 2 vacuum (307 x 306) if 
vacuum packed. 

Tomato sauce, including spaghetti 
sauce—can sizes should be 8 Z Short 
and 1 Picnic instead of 6 Z Short and 
1 Pienie. 

Clams—add % flat (307 x 200.25) 
or (307 x 201.25). 

Crabmeat—-add % flat (307 x 
201.25). 

Herring, Atlantic sea, including 
surdines- dimensions of & three piece 
should be (308 x 412 x 112) instead 
of (306 x 412 x 112), and can ma- 
terials, soldered parts, for round cans 
should be 0.50 instead of 1.50. 

Tuna—dimensions of No. 1 tuna 
should be (401 x 205.5) instead of 
(608 x 205.5). 

Item 137—should read “Extracts 
and flavorings (liquid)“ instead of 
“Extracts and flavorings.” 


As predicted in last week's INFORMATION 
Lerrer, the USDA removed the set-asides 
on all Atlantic sea herring (including 
Maine sardines), effective November 10. 
(See story on page 8855.) 


Rationing of all canned fish, and 
meats, fats and oils has been termi- 
nated by USDA and OPA, effective 
November 24. Canned fish is the 
last of the canned foods to be made 
ration point free. Other canned foods 
were removed from rationing after 
V-J Day. (Story appears on page 
8856.) 


Board of Directors Meeting 


Preceded by a one-day session of the Administrative Council, the 
Board of Directors of the National Canners Association was in ses- 
sion at Hotel Shoreham, Washington, D. C., on November 19 and 
20. During the sessions the Directors authorized: 


1. A survey of the canning industry to determine the adequacy 
for post-war production of simplified practice recommendations 
R155-40, the can size list adopted by the industry in 1940. 


2. A recommendation to the Administrator of M-81 that when the 
tin conservation order is next revised it be expanded to permit 
the use of smaller sized containers. 


8. Labeling terminology included in a report of the Labeling Com- 
mittee, and extended approval to the Committee’s recommenda- 
tions to permit the use of any selection of terms among the required 
optional terms in Food and Drug regulations which one of the com- 
modity committees, or canners of such commodities, may select. 

4. Appointment of a committee to work out a pattern for the selec- 
tion of the personnel of N. C. A. permanent and special committees. 
5. Appointment of an N.C. A. canned seafood committee and em- 
ployment of a staff member to assist the Secretary in setting up 
activities and services for fish canner members, 

6. Resumption of the pre-war statistical and economic research 
work of the N. C. A. Division of Statistics on an expanded basis. 

7. Purchase by the Building Committee of a site for a new N. C. A. 
office in the Washington area and employment of an engineering 
firm to recommend the type of building that will most efficiently 
supply Association needs. 


Directors Hear Committee Reports 


During the sessions the Directors heard reports by the respective 
chairmen of committees dealing with the Association’s legislative 
program, the prospective cannery manpower situation for next 
year, and the situation as to prospective supplies of tin and sugar for 
next year’s packs. Also they heard a report of plans and pro- 
cedure covering room reservations and program for the annual 
convention in Atlantic City the week of February 3. The Directors 
discussed present and prospective pricing policies, the USDA pro- 
gram and Army procurement policies. 


Guest speakers during the program were Geoffrey Baker, Deputy 
Administrator, Office of Price Administration; E. A. Meyer, Di- 
rector of the Fruit and Vegetable Branch, Production and Market- 
ing Administration; Dr. Paul B. Dunbar, Commissioner, Food 
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and Drug Administration; and Major 


Quartermaster. Details of the proceed- 


General Carl A. Hardigg, Office of the ings are reported on the following pages. 


DETAILS OF THE N. C. A. BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 


Legislative Committee Report 


Chairman Walter Graefe of the 
N. C. A. Legislative Committee sum- 
marized the progress of the Associa- 
tion’s legislative program since the 
meeting of the Legislative Committee 
last September. In reviewing the leg- 
islation that has been enacted into law 
since that time and the measures now 
pending before the Congress, Mr. Graefe 
pointed out that few of President 
Truman's proposals have yet been ap- 
proved by the Congress. Much of 
the pending legislation might be con- 
sidered in two categories, he said, first, 
those bills which seek to aid the transi- 
tion from war to peace, and second, 
the measures which are designed to 
seek peacetime social and economic re- 
forms. 


Mr. Graefe said that among those 
measures which have already been re- 
laxed by administrative action, are the 
wartime controls such as rationing, 
manpower restrictions, set-aside orders, 
and the like. Nevertheless, he said, 
some 225 different statutes remain fully 
in force to be terminated when the end 
of the war is proclaimed by the Presi- 
dent or declared by Congress, if this 
date occurs before the specific termina- 
tion date in the particular statute. This 
whole question is now under study by 
both the House Judiciary Committee 
and the Special House Committee on 
Post-War Policy and Reconversion. 


Mr. Graefe emphasized that one of 
the most important bills now pending 
before Congress is the bill introduced 
by Senator Claude Pepper to amend 
the Fair Labor Standards Act. While 
committees in both the House and Sen- 
ate have held extensive hearings on this 
proposed bill, the measure has not been 
reported out on the floor of either cham- 
ber pending a complete study of the 
hearings. If the proposed amendments 
should pass they would directly affect 
the canning industry in many important 
respects, Mr. Graefe said. (Complete 
details as to the proposed measures 
and to the hearings have been fully 
covered in the InrormMaTion LeTrenrs 
for the past two months.) 

The following are highlights from 
Mr. Graefe’s report: 


Unemployment compensation — The 
Senate passed a greatly amended ver- 
sion of the unemployment compensa- 
tion bill, proposed by the President, but 
the House Ways and Means Committee 
by a vote of 14 to 10 tabled the entire 


proposal and it is doubted that the 
measure will be brought upon the floor 
for a vote. (See InrormMation Letrer 
for September 20, page 8789.) 

Price Control and Subsidies—Price 
control is very closely tied in with sub- 
sidies, support prices, the parity form- 
ula and the continuation of wartime 
price controls. Stabilization Director 
John C, Collet, has announced that sub- 
sidies on canned fruits and vegetables 
will not be continued beyond the end 
of this year’s pack. (See InrorMATION 
Letrer for November 10, page 8831.) 

Another aspect of the subsidy ques- 
tion in 1046 so far as legisiatioin is 
concerned, is that the subsidy ‘exe 
may expire on June 30, 10946, if the 
Emergency Price Control Act and the 
Stabilization Act are not extended be- 
yond their present termination dates. 
Likewise, no further subsidies are pos- 
sible without express Congressional au- 
thority and appropriations. 

The evaluation of parity also is a 
factor in the price picture. If parity 
prices are revised upward by the in- 
clusion of labor costs and if support 
prices are continued for a longer period, 
there is a question as to how this pro- 
gram may be performed. Mr. Graefe 
stated that while no definite state- 
ments have been made by the various 
government agencies, there is some 
possibility that the commitments with 
respect to support prices and parity 
prices may be carried out by the im- 
position of production quotas. It was 
not clear, he said, as to whether ad- 
ditional legislation will be needed to 
authorize such quotas if such quotas 
are considered necessary. 

Other legislation now pending before 
ussed by Mr. Graefe, in- 
Employment Bill, 
amendments to the fal Security 
statutes, and possibilities of extending 
strike legislation. 


Cannery Manpower Problems 


Following Mr. Graefe’s report, John 
F. McGovern, chairman of the Man- 
power Committee, briefly summarized 
the manpower problems which may 
affect canners during the coming year. 
He said the needs for cannery labor 
and labor on the farms would be great 
next year and urged that steps be taken 
to meet these requirements. 

Mr. McGovern said that canners would 
not have the use of prisoner of war 
labor next year and must depend en- 
tirely on what help they might obtain 
from the imported foreign labor pro- 
gram. A bill now pending before the 
House Appropriations Committee would 
provide $14,000,000 to carry on this 


program next year, he said, but cer- 
tain farm groups are trying to get the 
Senate to raise this appropriation to 
$20,000,000 when the measure comes be- 
fore that branch of the Congress for ap- 
proval, (See Inrormation Lerrer for 
October 27, page 8817.) 


Mr. McGovern said that the imported 
labor program would operate much the 
same in 1040 as it did this year, with the 
exception that the Labor Branch of the 
Department of Agriculture will be per- 
mitted to assess the employers using 
the labor to defray part of the expenses 
of bringing them into the country. 


Mr. McGovern also discussed the pro- 
posal now before Congress to return the 
U. 8. Employment Services to the 
States. Under a present bill these serv- 
ices would be returned to the States 
within 30 days after the passage of the 
bill. However, Mr. McGovern pointed 
out that a compromise measure might 
be reached where the USES would be 
returned to the States within 120 days 
after the bill is signed, thereby per- 
mitting the services to continue with- 
out interruption in their recruitment 
of labor. 


Simplification of Containers 


H. F. Krimendahl, chairman of the 
Committee on Simplification of Con- 
tainers, and Oliver Willits, followed Mr. 
McGovern reporting on the program for 
the simplification of can sizes and the 
tin situation, 


Mr. Krimendahl reported that the 
Committee on Simplification of Contain- 
ers had made a complete study of the 
current situation with respect to the 
simplification of tin containers for 
canned foods, and that it was now 
ready to ask the Board of Directors for 
authorization to permit the N. C. A. 
staff to discuss with the Bureau of 
Standards and State and regional can- 
ners organizations the possibilities of 
simplifying containers after the expira- 
tion of Conservation Order M-81. Text 
of a resolution proposed by the com- 
mittee and which was passed by the 
Board of Directors, upon the motion of 
E. R. Elwell, seconded by George II. 
Hall, follows (Mr. Krimendahl's com- 
plete report appears on page 8853.) : 


The Committee on Simplification of 
Containers recommends to the Board of 
Directors that it promptly authorize 
and direct the Association staff to dis- 
cuss with the Division of Simplified 
Practice of the National Bureau of 
Standards, and to enlist the coopera- 
tion of the Bureau, in conducting un- 
der Bureau auspices a survey of the 
canning industry to determine the ade- 
quacy for post-war production, when 
tin conservation orders are terminated, 
of Simplified Practice Recommendation 
R. 155-40, which was in 1940 adopted 
by the industry, and also to enlist in 
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this work the cooperation of all State 
and regional canners’ organizations. 


Tin Supply Situation 

Before reporting on the tin situation, 
Mr. Willits introduced Kelly Wright, 
who succeeded Glenn Knaub as admin- 
istrator of Order M-81. Mr. Wright 
spoke briefly, offering his cooperation 
with the canning industry. 

Chiefly because of the lack of infor- 
mation on the availability of tin in the 
Malay States and due to the fighting in 
the Dutch East Indies, an accurate re- 
port on tin supplies is not possible at 
this time, Mr. Willits said. He was 
somewhat optimistic, however, point- 
ing out that the Bolivian tin supply 
was of better quality than expected, 
and that due to new electrolytic meth- 
ods it is possible that more of the Bo- 
livian tin can be utilized, he said. 

Mr. Willits thanked Administrator 
John D. Small of the Civilian Produc- 
tion Administration, E. A. Meyer and 
Glenn Knaub of the U. 8. Department 
of Agriculture, and State Department 
officials for the assistance given him 
and other members of the committee in 
making his report on tin supplies. 

Mr. Willits said that before Pearl 
Harbor about 34,000 tons of tin were 
annually used for making food cans, 
but probably not more than 23,000 tons 
would be available for this purpose in 
1940. He also emphasized the fact that 
can manufacturers were having to com- 
pete strongly with the automobile in- 
dustry, radio manufacturers, refrigera- 
tor manufacturers and other industries 
who use great quantities of tin. To 
offset these factors, he said, are the re- 
duced tin requirements for the Army 
and Navy and the possibility of soon 
obtaming additional supplies from the 
Malay States, and eventually from the 
Dutch East Indies. 

There was further discussion of the 
container situation and of the recent 
amendment to M-81 at the second day's 
sessions of the Board and a resolution 
was passed recommending to the ad- 
ministrator of the order that when the 
regulation is next revised it be ex- 
panded to permit use of smaller sizes 
so us to accommodate the consumer 
needs for such sizes, particularly among 
smaller size family units, and that such 
revision be made in time to permit pro- 
duction of canned foods in the can sizes 
included in the Simplified Container 
Size Program in effect in 1041. 


Government Programs 
The afternoon session was given over 
to government regulatory matters, with 
uddresses on the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration’s pricing program, by Geof- 
frey Baker, OPA Assistant Deputy 


Administrator, and on the postwar pro- 


gram of the U. 8. Department of Agri- 
culture by E. A. Meyer, Director of the 
Fruit and Vegetable Branch of the Pro- 
duction and Marketing Administration. 

Mr. Baker stated that the agency 
does not remove price controls unless 
it is believed that supply and demand 
are in balance. In cases where de- 
control has taken place, he said, the 
action was on two premises: (1) that 
the level of prices would not rise above 
ceilings, (2) when the items removed 
from price control are not significant 
in living costs. 


The life of the Price Control Act 
after its June 23, 1946, expiration date 
depends, of course, on what action Con- 
gress will take, Mr. Baker stated. With- 
out exact foreknowledge of what that 
action will be, his advice to canners is 
to make up their minds as early as 
possible whether or not they want a 
continuation of price control, but at the 
same time to go ahead with preliminary 
planning for 1946 just as though the 
controls are to be continued. 


He hoped that by the time of the 
February Convention in Atlantic City 
it would be apparent that if ceilings 
were removed canned foods prices 
would not rise above what OPA con- 
sidered appropriate levels. He ex- 
pressed the guess that such a finding 
would not be possible in regard to 
canned fruits, 

Mr. Meyer stated that there will be 
no subsidy in 1046 nor will there be a 
government program for the purchase 
of finished goods. This year’s com- 
mitments will be honored, he said, but 
he cautioned the industry to try to 
clean up inventories by selling on the 
public market. He believes this to be 
an industry responsibility and said he 
considered it a favorable market be- 
cause of present high income levels, 
and a higher degree of canned foods 
consumption than ever before in the 
history of the industry. 

He pointed out that production fig- 
ures show an approximate 70 per cent 
increase over the 10-year average. 


Mr. Meyer invited the industry to 
help the USDA decide what its 1046 
program on canned vegetables should 
he. 


A report of the Labeling Committee 
was given by Chairman E. B. Cosgrove, 
highlights of which are presented on 
page 8854. At the conclusion of discus- 
sion following the report the Board 
members passed the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Board of Direc- 
tors approve the label terms included 
in the report of the Chairman of the 
Labeling Committee and extend ap- 
proval to the recommendations of any 
selection of terms from among the re- 


uired optional terms in Food and Drug 
ministration regulations which one 
of the commodity committees may 
select or may be selected by mail vote 
from canners of such products and ap- 
proved by the Labeling Committee. 
Following this, Ralph O. Dulany de- 
livered the report of the trustees of 
the Protective Fund which is repro- 
duced in full on page 8852. 


Association Activities 

Secretary Carlos Campbell led a dis- 
cussion on Tuesday morning of the As- 
sociation’s activities, the organization 
of its committees and staff, analysis of 
its budget, and an outline of projected 
plans. 

He stated that the matter of N. C. A. 
committees is and has been very im- 
portant in the success of the Associa- 
tion and the industry. After appro- 
priate discussion a motion was passed 
providing for a committee to work 
out methods of appointing future com- 
mittees so as to ensure appropriate 
representation for regions and prod- 
ucts, to obtain the services of members 
best qualified by training and experi- 
ence to serve on the given group, and 
to devising methods of obtaining more 
frequent rotation of committee per- 
sonnel, Recommendation along these 
lines are to come before the next Board 
meeting. 

Authorization also was given for the 
appointment of an N.C.A, Canned Sea- 
food Committee and employment of a 
member of the staff to assist the Secre- 
tary in setting up activities and serv- 
ices for the benefit of fish canner 
members. 

Following discussion of the desir- 
ability of improving Association ac- 
counting methods so that the budget 
and accounting classifications are 
brought into conformity, the Directors 
voted approval of steps to make re- 
visions in this direction. 

The Board also voted approval of 
recommendation that the Division of 
Statistics restore as rapidly as possible 
its system of collecting statistics on 
packs, stocks, and shipments of canned 
foods, and re-establish and expand its 
work on collection and analysis of other 
data of value to the industry, including 
economic research programs. Much of 
this work was interrupted by the war. 


The Secretary also was authorized 
to develop and submit to the Board at 
its next meeting recommendations for 
coordinating the present activities of 
the various divisions of the Association 
in the fleld of public relations. 

Discussions following the report of 
the Building Committee by Chairman 
Sherwin Haxton culminated in the pas- 
sage of a resolution empowering the 
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Committee to purchase an adequate 
site for a new Association building in 
the Washington area, to employ an en- 
gineering firm to determine the type 
of building to be erected, and to report 
the Committee's conclusions and recom- 
mendations at the February Conven- 
tion. 
Address by Dr. Dunbar 

Chief speakers at the luncheon ses- 
sion on Tuesday were Dr. Paul B. Dun- 
bar, Commissioner of the Food and 
Drug Administration, and Major Gen- 
eral Carl A, Hardigg, of the Office of 
the Quartermaster General. 


Dr. Dunbar complimented the can- 
ning industry on carrying out its heavy 
program of production during the war 
years without a breakdown of controls 
and in the face of manpower shortages, 
the necessary use of irreplaceable equip- 
ment, and other dangerous conditions, 
The number of seizures of canned foods 
was very small in consideration of these 
factors, and the speaker said the in- 
dustry had every right to be proud 
of its record, 


The Food and Drug Administration 
plans to get back into its program of 
establishing legal standards, Dr. Dun- 
bar stated. This work was of neces- 
sity slowed down and interrupted by 
the war. With the resumption of this 
program he hopes that it may be con- 
tinued until most canned fruits and 
vegetables are included, 


He expressed his approval of the 
N. C. A. sponsored campaign in the direc- 
tion of canning plant sanitation and 
described the efforts of the Laboratory 
to set up sanitation schools as a move 
in the right direction. He commends 
this program and urges that it be 
pushed energetically. 


Dr. Dunbar sought to put to rest 
rumors that the Food and Drug Ad. 
ministration plans to engage in a wide 
and drastic program of enforcement. 
Enforcement work will of course con- 
tinue, he asserted, but the $290,000 in- 
crease in enforcement funds is intended 
to cover imported foods and drugs to 
the extent of about 50 percent of the 
amount, Because of wars abroad with 
their resultant damage to food manu. 
facturing plants, practically every Im- 
portation made today requires exami- 
nation, stated Dr. Dunbar. The re- 
maining 50 percent of the increased en- 
forcement funds will be used in routine 
work, and the speaker said that the 
canning industry need not anticipate 
any more action from Food and Drug 
authorities than in the past. 


General Hardigg also paid the can- 
ning industry a tribute in his statement 
that the Quartermaster Corps had re- 
ceived no complaints about canned 


foods packed in this country. He be- 
lieves the industry has the greatest 
opportun'ty he has ever observed in his 
lifetime, s.»-.ely, that it can raise the 
standard «of living by at least 50 per- 
cent, Tuese possibilities are abetted, 
he stated, by the fact that there is no 
shortage of facilities, that transpor- 
tation systems are adequate, that op- 
erating funds are available, and that 
there is “no shortage of management 
brains” in the industry. 

E. Norton Reusswig of the Quarter- 
master Corps accompanied General 
Hardigg to the meeting and filed with 
the directors a report on the present 
method of procuring by means of direct 
contact with the processor, Details of 
this statement will be found on page 
S851. The Directors voted in favor of 
continuation of the present method of 
Army procurement rather than a re- 
turn to the former bid method. 

The afternoon session on Tuesday 
started with a discussion of the sugar 
situation by II. E. Gray, chairman of 
the special committee on sugar. Mem- 
bers of the committee had been in con- 
sultation with government men in the 
hope of being able to obtain informa- 
tion on 1946 requirements before the 
Government had formulated its pro- 
gram of sugar allocation, The sense 
of the report was that a great deal more 
fact-finding is ahead of the industry. 
It was possible to report that prelimi- 
nary government estimates of the 1046 
crop show a probable increase of a mil- 
lion tons production over 145. This 
does not include the amount available 
from Army allocations which was over 
a million tons in 1945. Army esti- 
mates indicate that its requirements 
will be about 25 percent of the war 
years, 

Some time was then given to a gen- 
eral discussion of the industry's atti- 
tude toward the remaining Federal con- 
trols on its operations. This was for 
the purpose of bringing out the think- 
ing of the group for the benefit and in- 
formation of members of the industry 
advisory committee who were present 
and scheduled to go into session with 
government men Wednesday. 

The last subject on the program prior 
to adjournment was the presentation by 
J. E. Fitzgerald, Assistant to the Sec- 
retary, of the details of arrangements 
for the Annual Convention in Atlantic 
City next February and instructions re- 
garding procedure on room reserva- 
tions, ete. These were reported in full 
in last week's INrorMATION Lerren. 

At other points in the sessions the di- 
rectors heard Clarence Goshorn of Ben- 
ton & Bowles, Inc., present an illus⸗ 
trated lecture describing the advertis- 
ing campaign being carried on by the 


Can Manufacturers Institute, and heard 
a humorous monologue by Strickland 
Gillilan. 


PROCEDURE IN HANDLING 
SUBSIDY PAYMENT CLAIMS 


A detailed discussion of the method 
of filing for subsidy payments and a 
brief talk on the possibilities of im- 
proved methods in weather forecasting 
were the major subjects at the State 
Secretaries meeting Tuesday morning 
at the Shoreham Hotel. Principal 
speakers were Clifford P. Sivertson of 
the U. 8. Department of Agriculture 
and Dr. Charles F. Sarle of the U. 8. 
Weather Bureau. Harvey F. Cahill, 
Secretary of the Utah Canners Associa- 
tion, presided as chairman of the 
meeting. 

In discussing the proper methods for 
filing for subsidy payments, Mr. Siv- 
ertson emphasized that canners must 
exercise greater care in completing 
their subsidy agreements and applica- 
tion for subsidy forms. He pointed 
out that over 75 percent of the appli- 
cations filed with his office have to be 
returned to canners for completion or 
for additional necessary information 
which was omitted on the initial filing. 
“Sending these forms back requires in- 
creased clerical work and only delays 
payment of the subsidy to the canner,” 
he declared. 

Mr. Sivertson explained the operation 
of the USDA field offices with regard to 
the subsidy program stating that the 
decision was made to have the bulk 
of the work of administering the pro- 
gram done by these fleld offices in an 
effort to expedite subsidy payments to 
canners. Before the 1945 subsidy agree- 
ments were issued this year, the staffs 
of the USDA field offices were brought 
into Washington for a special training 
course which was aimed to completely 
familiarize everyone in the fleld with 
the details of the subsidy program, he 
added. 


In listing some of the reasons for 
delay in the processing of applications 
for subsidy payments Mr. Sivertson 
stated that canners frequently fail to 
file proof of certification, list plants 
and products, show government sales, 
or even sign the proper application 
forms. These are very important in 
securing prompt handling of subsidy 
applications. 

Other USDA officials taking part in 
the subsidy discussion were Donald F. 
MeMillen, Chief of Marketing, and 
Bradford Armstrong, both of the Fruit 
and Vegetable Branch. 


There are four factors which dom- 
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inate agricultural production in any 
community, Dr. Sarle declared in out- 
lining some of the Weather Bureau's 
plans for improving weather reports 
and statistics. These are the soil, the 
climate, the agriculture, and the people 
of any geographic region. It is fre- 
quently possible to control three of 
these factors, Dr. Sarle said, but the 
fourth, climate, can be studied and 
sometimes prophesied but not con- 
trolled to any marked degree. The 
Weather Bureau official pointed out, 
however, that with the initiation of a 
proposed program whereby the Bureau 


would have access to records for the 
past 30 years coded on cards, and with 
the assistance of State unlversities and 
research organizations in keeping card 
records up to date, the problem of ac- 
curate .weather forecast should be 
much easier. 


Dr. Sarle stated that there was no 
means of a reliable long-range weather 
forecast at present but it is possible by 
using advanced scientific methods to 
make five-day forecasts, and that it is 
possible to show trends in climates 
which might be helpful to growers and 
canners. 


The enormous task of procuring sub- 
sistence for the Army has undergone 
radical changes in procedures and prac- 
tices since the national defense program 
was initiated in 1040. These changes 
have been particularly marked in the 
purchasing of canned fruits and vege- 
tables, which represent a considerable 
proportion of the food bought for the 
Army as well as for other military and 
war agencies, The principal change 
effected was the establishment of a cen- 
tralized procurement system based on 
three central depots buying nationally 
as opposed to procurement locally as 
previously done by regional depots for 
installations in their areas. The second 
most important change was the estab- 
lishment of fleld buying offices in heavy 
producing areas dealing directly with 
canners rather than with middlemen, 
brokers or wholesalers, as had been 
customary in the past. 

The exigencies of total war made cen- 
tralized procurement and the devel 
ment of feld buying offices absolute 
necessary. The geometric expansion of 
the military services and war agencies 
and their greatly magnified require- 
ments demanded efficient overall ad- 
ministration of procurement if our 
straining national economy was not to 
be taxed to the breaking point. Pro- 
curement of cunned fruit and vegetables 
for all war services and agencies was 
vasigned to the Army under the super- 
vision of Major General Carl A. Har- 
digg, Chief, Subsistence Division, Office 
of The Quartermaster General, J. 
Howard Hamilton, who had been asso- 
elated with the American Can Com- 
pany, was appointed administrator of 
the coordinated buying program. Mr. 
Hamilton, in addition, administered 
the first reservation order of the War 
Production Board requiring canners to 
set aside quotas of their production for 
xovernment buyers. This coordination 
of procurement far all military and war 
services eliminated the competitive bat- 
tle for searce food, which would have 
resulted in the dislocation of civilian 
economy. The Office of Production 
Management, the War Production 
Board, the Office of Price Administra- 
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tion and the War Food Administration 
worked closely with the Quartermaster 
Corps in developing and implementing 
the coordinated buying program. 


Under the old Army procurement sys- 
tem the canning industry was reluctant 
to deal with the Army because of vari. 
ous deterrents, Complicated govern- 
ment bid forms buried canned food 
items deep in lists of other subsistence 
for shipment f.o.b. destination with in- 
spection at delivery point. This made 
it difficult for canners to figure a bid 
and involved the risk of costly rejec- 
tions, Federal specifications were ob- 
solete in relation to commercial prac- 
tices, and contract forms were often 
long and very involved. The provisions 
of the Walsh-Healey Act to improve 
general working conditions were ex- 
tremely difficult to comply with in the 
canning industry. The new ¢coordi- 
nated procurement program sought to 
ameliorate as’ much as possible these 
Umiting factors in order to make the 
war services more favored customers. 


The new procurement program was 
announced at the National Canners Con- 
vention in Chicago on October 20, 1941. 
Three central depots were assigned the 
responsibility of procuring specific food 
items. California Quartermaster Depot 
in Oakland was given the task of pro- 
curing all canned fruit other than ap- 
ples and applesauce, Chicago Quarter- 
master Depot was to procure practically 
all of the canned vegetables as well as 
flour, rice, dried beans and peas, evapo- 
rated milk and canned meats, New 
York, which latér became Jersey City 
Quartemaster Depot, was assigned the 
procurement of canned apples and ap- 
plesauce, sugar, coffee, tea, extracts, 
spices, jams, pickles and syrups. This 
plan was officially authorized oh May 
14, 1942, to be put into operation on 
the following July first. ' 


The requirements of the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, War Shipping Adminis- 
tration, War Relocation Authority, War 
Food Administration, Veterans Admin- 
istration and the Panama Railroad Com- 
pony were coordinated by the Army in 

ashington and 


precurement opera- 


tions were delegated to the three cen- 
tral depots. Previously, on March 15, 
1942, coordinated procurement was im- 
plemented by M-86, the original set- 
aside order requiring each processor to 
set aside for the requirements of gov- 
ernment agencies such quotas of canned 
foods as the War Production Board 
ordered. ‘This set-aside was coordi- 
nated with Order M-81 which was is- 
sued to protect and conserve the tin 
resources of the country. 


The next necessary step in the pro- 
curement of the canned fruits and 
vegetables was the establishment of 
feld buying offices strategically located 
in heavy producing areas throughout 
the country from which ready access 
to all canners could be economically 
maintained. The California Depot 
— field buying offices in San Fran- 
0 und Los Angeles, Calif.; Portland, 
Oreg.; Seattle, Wash.; and Salt Lake 
City, Utah. The Chicago Depot started 
Held operations in Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Columbus, Ohio; Weslaco, Texas; Mil- 
waukee, Wis.; Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
Des Moines, Iowa; Fayetteville, Ark.; 
Springfield, Mo.; New Orleans, La.; 
Minneapolis, Minn. ; and Bowling Green, 
y. Likewise, the Jersey City Depot 
nstalled buying offices at Baltimore, 
Md.; Portland, Maine; Easton, Md.; 
Roanoke, Va.; Lakeland, Fla.; Bri 
ton, N. J.; Géttysburg, Pa.; Colum 
8. Car.; and Rochester, N. Y. ‘ 


Approximately 60 experienced buyers 
were assigned to the fleld buying offices, 
These buyers were carefully selected 
from men thoroughly trained in the 
commercial trade for the mission they 
were to accomplish. Aside from pro- 
curing the canned fruits and vegetables 
required by the war services, these 
fleld buyers provided a direct and per- 
sonalized connection between the Army 
and the processors and canners. They 
served as liaison men through whom 
government regulations could be com- 
municated and properly interpreted to 
the industry. They facilitated the 
quick regulation of procurement to cor- 
respond with changing requirements 
of the various governmental agencies. 

The tremendous procurement pro- 
gram conducted from 1942 through 1945 
by the field buying organization and 
central procurement depots under the 
administration of the Subsistence Di- 
vision of the Quartermaster Corps is 
realized when the following statistics 
are considered. A close estimate of the 
total fruit purchased over this period 
is 235,000,000 dozen size No. 2% cans 
against 435,000,000 dozen size No, 2 
cans of vegetables. This is the equiva- 
lent of 3% billion pounds of canned 
fruit and 6% billion pounds of canned 
vegetables, a grand total of 5,025,000 
short tons of canned fruits and vege- 
tables. Of this amount 68 percent was 
purchased for the Army and the re- 
mathing 37 percent procured for other 
war services. 


The outstanding changes and achieve- 
ments in the coordinated procurement 
rogram for canned fruits and vegeta- 
can be enumerated as follows: (1) 
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Overall administration of the program 
in the office of the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral in Washington where liaison is 
maintained with agencies and services 
being supplied and with cooperating 
governmental agencies such as the De- 
partment of Agriculture, War Produe- 
tion Board, and Office of Price Admin- 
istration; (2) Centralized procurement 
in three main depots—California, Chi- 
eago and Jersey City; (3) Establish- 
ment of field buying offices strategically 
located in heavy producing areas; (4) 
Successful operation of set-aside orders 
on canned fruits and vegetables; (5) 
Simplification of government contract 
forms; (6) Inspection of canned foods 
at origin by the Agricultural Marketing 
Administration ; (7) Acceptance of mer- 
chandise at origin and transporting 
goods on government bills of lading; 
(8) Designation of minimum grade re- 
quirements to improve quality pro- 
cured for war services; (9) Standard- 
ization of tinplate packaging; (10) De- 
velopment and perfection of V cases: 
(11) Elimination of labels on merchan- 
dise procured for military; (12) Sue- 
cessful development and use of pro- 
coating for military requirements; and 
(18) Procurement at government ceil- 
ing prices 4 percent below commercial 
ceilings. Part of the success of the 


coordinated procurement program on 
canned fruits and vegetables is at- 
tributable to the fact that the Quarter- 
master General administered coordi- 
nated procurement programs on all sub- 
sistence items. Experience, techniques 
and practices were pooled resulting in 
successful surmounting of recurring 
problems, 

Coordinated buying throughout the 
war period has proved to be a success- 
ful and economical procedure. What 
part of the processes applying to com- 
bined food buying that have come into 
use during the war will be retained for 
peacetime when conditions of supply 
may be largely different cannot be ac- 
curately forecast at this time. How- 
ever, its success and efficiency in war- 
time certainly merits its continuance, 
Under the assumption that the current 
member agencies in the program are 
favorably inclined towards a continu- 
ation of coordinated buying, it is 
thought that the combined require- 
ments of all these agencies, even in 
peacetime, will represent a very con- 
siderable amount of canned foods which 
industry will be asked to furnish, It 
ix to be hoped that both industry and 
Government may see the wisdom of con- 
tinuing the coordinated buying prin- 
ciples and procedures in the future. 


A short time ago there was sent to 
each member of the Association a new 
revision of the pamphlet describing 
the Association's activities on con- 
sumer claims and the work of the Trus- 
tees under the Protective Fund trust. 

Why does the Association investigate 
every claim of injury or illness said to 
have been caused by canned foods? 

Why does it investigate not only 
claims reported to it by members but 
also claims reported in newspapers and 
obtained from a comprehensive clipping 
service? 

Why does it pay for counsel and fur- 
nish expert witnesses to defend un- 
founded claims? 

Why did we in 19382 establish, and in 
1942 renew, a trust fund of $50,000 to 
permit the trustees under certain con- 
ditions to make a canner whole if he 
suffered an adverse judgment in a suit 
defended by the Association's counsel’ 

The answer to these questions is not 
that we were offering a form of prod- 
net insurance policy to canners, It is 
far broader—and much more im- 
portant. 

The fundamental purpose in investi- 
gating claims and contesting unfounded 
claims is this: To protect the integrity 
and reputation of canned foods as a 
whole, 

The dedication of a very considerable 
part of the Association's budget to these 
purposes rests on the premise that if 
unfounded claims are permitted to go 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PROTECTIVE FUND 
By Ralph O. Dulany 


unchallenged, the reputation of and 
public confidence in the products of 
every member of the Association will 
suffer. 

In other words, gentlemen, our ap- 
proach to this problem is not an under- 
writing approach. If it were, the prob- 
abilities are that the work could be 
done more cheaply. We could follow 
the theory of product Hability insur- 
ance and keep our underwriting costs 
as low as possible. We could settle 
all claims that could be settled for a 
small sum rather than pay investigators 
and lawyers. 

But those who established this serv- 
ice and later created the Protective 
Fund were practical men and, in my 
Judgment, experienced merchandisers, 
They knew that, broadly speaking, a 
settlement of an unfounded claim with 
a small sum is shortsighted. It is an 
easy way out. But if one housewife 
hears that another, perhaps in the same 
apartment house, collected $25 or $50 
by claiming that illness or injury had 
followed the eating of a can of vege- 
tables or fruit, the Inevitable result 
will be that she too may make a claim, 
Even if this type of “working the 
racket” does not develop, the bad, cumnu- 
lative effects of applying the under- 
writing theory should be obvious, 

Let us look at it in terms of one 
man's product, say the Jones brand 
of tomatoes. If one housewife or one 
family makes the claim that illness re- 
sulted from the eating of a meal in 


which a can of the Jones brand played 
a part, what happens? If the claim 
is thoroughly investigated, it may hap- 
pen, as it usually does, that they come 
to understand that the illness was due 
to something else. If the claim is un- 
founded and suit is pressed a vigorous 
defense is made, The appearance of 
expert witnesses testifying to the safety 
and quality of canned foods alone 
serves as helpful education. The mak- 
ing of other claims is discouraged, And 
in view of the excellent record in de- 
fending these suits, if suit is brought, 
the eventual neighborhood reaction is 
that the claim was unfounded and 
therefore lost in court, 


If instead of this, the applying of 
an underwriting concept results in get- 
ting rid of the claim through a small 
payment, it may be that others will be 
tempted to make like claims in the hope 
of also getting a small bonus on their 
purchase of a can of food. But, even 
if this type of racket does not result, 
any intelligent merchandiser will know 
that the story of what happened from 
the purchase and use of the Jones brand 
will be repeated over the neighborhood. 
The fact that the claim was paid serves 
to corroborate the charge of danger in 
the brand, It's only human for the 
neighboring housewife to think—and 
undoubtedly say—"If it wasn't their 
fault, they wouldn't have paid her so 
quickly.” 

It is for these reasons that the Asso- 
ciation sometimes spends in investiga- 
tion and in defense many, many times 
the amount for which the claim might 
be settled. This is done because in the 
long run it is the best way to protect 
your brand and my brand and those of 
our distributors. 


The objective is not the same as in- 
surance underwriting. Perhaps it 1s 
inconsistent with the theory of product 
liability insurance at the cheapest cost. 
Perhaps this type of system can not 
exist side by side with product liability 
underwriting on a simple cost basis. 
Perhaps to the extent that efforts are 
made to combine our service with prod- 
uct Hability the objectives — will 
be defeated, 


This seems to be an appropriate time 
to talk about these points because there 
is some reason to believe that with 
changed conditions there may be an tn- 
crease in consumer claims, When times 
are good, the number of such claims de- 
creases, When conditions become less 
favorable, the number of consumer 
claims goes up. During the war years 
there was a marked decrease in such 
claims, In the next few years it is not 
unlikely that they will again increase 
in number, 


It is thus important that all of us un- 
derstand this problem which is very im- 
portant in our industry, and that we ap- 
preciate the fundamental background 
of the NCA service. 

As for the trust fund, its purpose is 
basically the same. The trust is corol- 
lary to — the reputation and 
integrity of canned foods. Where a 
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canner has entrusted the defense of the 
suit to the Association—or has fol- 
lowed its recommendation in disposing 
of the case—the purpose of the trust 
comes into play. That purpose is to 


provide that he should be made whole 

within the limits permitted by the trust. 

The trust is wholly discretionary and 

> each case the trustees act on the 
cts. 


The committee met on November 17 
and reviewed in complete detail the 
current situation with respect to simpli- 
fication of containers, It will be re- 
called that in 1988 the industry in col- 
laboration with the Division of Simpli- 
fled Practice of the National Bureau of 
Standards, canvassed the industry for 
the purpose of developing a Simplified 
Practice Recommendation for simpli- 
fication of containers. In this work all 
state and regional canners associations 
cooperated, 


The returns were collated and ana- 
lyzed by the Bureau of Standards and 
in April, 1939, the preliminary report 
and the tentative can size list was sub- 
mitted to the industry. The two objec- 
tives then sought were achieved in these 
recommendations, These were that the 
sizes selected for each product must be 
such as to prevent consumers confusion, 
that is, there must be sufficient differ- 
ences in appearance and in net contents 
to prevent confusion in buying. The 
second objective was to select sizes so 
us to reduce to a minimum the expense 
to be incurred by the industry in adopt- 
ing the recommended list. 

In the list adopted, 16 sizes were rec- 
ommended for a single product, and 

7 sizes for more than one product, 
The 38 sizes accounted for 92 percent 
of the 1987 pack. 


The response to the recommended list 
was gratifying and the recommendation 
was finally revised, effective September 
1, 140, and adopted by practically the 
entire industry. 

As incident to the necessary tin con- 
servation during the war years, and 
with the prohibition of packing of many 
items, the use of containers was con- 
trolled by Conservation Order M-S1, 
This order is still in effect, and indeed 
the latest revision appeared on Novem- 
ber 16, Substantially, Order M-81 fol- 
lowed, with respect to those products 
which were permitted to be packed, 
the pattern of the Simplified Practice 
Recommendation of 1940, 


Necessarily the termination of Order 
M-81 is dependent upon the situation 
with respect to tin supplies. It is as- 
sumed that the requisite statutory au- 
thority in the Second War Practice 
Act will be provided by an extension 
of that law, and that M-S1 in some form 
will continue for a good part of 1946, 
In other words, tin conservation re- 
quirements will have an impact upon 
container use through most, if not all, 
of the industry's operations in 1946. 


The data before the committee makes 
it confident that as the industry goes 
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into its post-war operations, there will 
be continued adherence to the simplified 
Practice Recommendation which was 
accepted by the industry and to which 
virtually all canners gave their adher- 
ence in writing. On the other hand, it 
is believed that investigation of this 
subject should be continued and that 
the Association staff should as promptly 
as possible consult with the staff of the 
Simplified Practice Division of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards to the end 
that appropriate information may be 
assembled to determine what, if any, 
revisions or additions or changes should 
be made for the immediate post-war 
period in the Simplified Practice Recom- 
mendation. 


In this connection the committee is 
not unmindful that the immediate post- 
war period will see the development of 
many new products, that the production 
of products in particular size contain- 
ers popularized during the war may be 
increased, that new techniques of han- 
dling containers in terms of packaging 
and shipping cases may result in some 
revisions in container use, and that 
some degree of flexibility will, there- 
fore, have to be recognized. The com- 
mittee is satisfied, however, that this 
degree of flexibility will by and large 
be between the present Simplified Prac- 
tice Recommendations, already adopted 
by the industry, and the next revision 
which it is hoped will soon be de- 
veloped, 

In its formal action, the committee 
forwarded to the Board of Directors the 
resolution as reported on page 8848. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE ON 
THE SANITATION PROGRAM 


A statement by N. H. Sanborn, of the 
Washington Research Laboratory of 
the National Canners Association, on 
the background of the canning indus- 
try's sanitation program and a discus- 
sion of canning plant sanitation prob- 
lems opened the meeting of the Food 
Plant Sanitation Conference at Roches- 
ter, N. V., last week. 

The Conference was held by the Asso- 
ciation of New York, State Canners, Inc., 
in cooperation with the National Can- 
ners Association and the New York 
State Experimental Station. Over 125 
persons, representing 35 food processing 
firms and 8 suppliers, attended. 

Following Mr. Sanborn's statement, 


there was a discussion of the New York 
State Canners Proposed Sanitation 
Code. The code was presented by Dr. 
G. J. Hucker, New York State Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station. Questions 
on the code were answered by Dr. 
Hucker and members of the New York 
State Canners Committee on Sanitation. 


Dr. P. N. Burkard, Wyandotte Cor- 
poration, explained and illustrated by 
means of sample demonstrations the 
action and function of the raw mate- 
rials commonly used in cleaning com- 
pounds. Mr. J. 8. Gardiner, Diversey 
Corporation, spoke on the advantages 
of modern detergents and sterilizing 
agents and suggested methods of appli- 
cation. Mr. Gardiner emphasized that 
the clean-up crew should know the 
“where, when, why and how” to per- 
form a thorough job of cleaning. 

Dr. Herbert Schwarat, Cornell Uni- 
versity, discussed Insect Control in 
Food Plants, The forms, methods, and 
limitations of DDT for insect control 
were explained. Dr. Donald Lewis, 
Pest Control Association, Ithaca, N. X., 
spoke on Rodent Control in Food Plants. 
Dr. Lewis stated that “sanitation, rat- 
proofing, killing, and maintenance of 
a control program” was necessary to 
combat rodents. 

Representatives from the following 
New York State bureaus were present: 
the New York State Food Bureau, De- 
partment of Agriculture and Markets, 
State Legal Staff, and the State De- 
partment of Health. Out-of-State per- 
sons were present from Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
Illinois, and Ontario, Canada. 


Notice to Pilchard Canners 


Recent changes in the delivery of fish 
to the various claimant agencies have 
resulted in throwing our requirements 
for natural and tomato sauce pilchards 
out of balance, the U. 8. Department 
of Agriculture has advised the Asso- 
ciation. Because of the strong demand 
for tomato sauce pilchards both in ovals 
and in talls, canners are requested to 
pack as much as possible of their gov- 
ernment fish in tomato sauce. 


Indiana Canners Elect 


The following officers were elected at 
the annual meeting of the Indiana Can- 
ners Association in Indianapolis, No- 
vember 16: President—Maxwell Naas, 
Naas Corporation, Portland; vice presi- 
dent, J. E. Standiford, Vincennes Pack- 
ing Corporation, Vincennes; and secre- 
tary-treasurer, A. F. Dreyer, Indian - 
apolis, 


Information Letter 


Rapid progress has been made by the 
Labeling Committee, the Research Lab- 
oratory, and the Labeling Division of 
the N. C. A. toward the achievement 
of better labels for canned foods, since 
approval of the statement regarding 
labeling by the Association's Board of 
Directors last December. A copy of 
this statement appears on page 8452 
of the InrormaTion Letrer for Decem- 
ber 2, 1044. The committee believes 
that the position taken by the industry 
at that time not only created a better 
feeling within the industry itself about 
labeling, but also afforded a basis upon 
which the industry, through the Label- 
ing Committee, could meet with certain 
consumer and other groups who were 
sincerely interested in better labels but 
with whom we had not previously been 
able to establish satisfactory contacts. 
We feel that out of these meetings a 
better understanding of the industry's 
problems and aims has come about. 


During all of the meetings of the 
committee itself, in working out the 
terms to be used, we have found a 
willingness on the part of members to 
give and take in order to reach an 
agreement on terms. Careful painstak- 
ing study was given to the selection of 
each term, and every possible effort has 
been made by the committee to have the 
terms selected accurately reflect ex- 
actly what information should be car- 
ried on the label. 


Information contained in the Label- 
ing Manual served as a starting point 
for the work of the committee. Meet- 
ings were held in Chicago in the spring, 
at which time discussions took place 
regarding terms to be used for peas, 
corn, tomatoes, and beans. Following 
this meeting we submitted some of our 
recommendations to the distributors for 
their criticism and suggestions. The 
committee feels that great progress has 
been made toward obtaining the sup- 
port of distributors’ organizations for 
our work, as is evidenced by the fact 
that the following organizations have 
gone on record approving the labeling 
terms recommended in our program: 
Executive Committee of the National- 
American Wholesale Grocers Associa- 
tion, Board of Governors of the U. 8. 
Wholesale Grocers Association, Execu- 
tive Committee of the National Food 
Brokers Association, Executive Board 
of the National Association of Retail 
Grocers, and Executive Committee of 
the National Association of Food 
Ohains. It is understood by these 
groups that final selection of label 


WORK OF N. C. A. LABELING COMMITTEE IS REPORTED 
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terms rests with the National Canners 
Association and the Labeling Commit- 
tee, but the Labeling Committee is com- 
mitted to consult with and consider 
recommendations of the distributors. 


The committee wishes to mention the 
very valuable assistance which has been 
given the work of the committee by the 
University of Maryland, and especially 
by Dr. Charles H. Mahoney at that 
institution, who made facilities avai)- 
able to us at a cost which was far less 
than we would otherwise have had to 
meet. The men in our laboratory have 
given the committee the utmost sup- 
port and in many cases are providing us 
with information regarding objective 
tests than we could hardly have hoped 
for. The use by the laboratory of a 
spectrophotometer which gives a pre- 
cise measure for the amount of green- 
ness in fruits has been of great as- 
sistance in carrying forward the work 
on fruits, 


The committee wishes to state that a 
continuing study of label terms is being 
made by the commodity groups and the 
laboratory. The question of workman- 
ship and its effect on quality is an 
illustration of this point. 


The committee asks for a motion ap- 
proving these terms which have been 
recommended by the Labeling Com- 
mittee, 


It was moved and seconded that the 
following resolution be adopted by the 
Board of Directors: 


Resolved, That the Board of Direec- 
tors approve the label terms included 
in the report of the Chairman of the 
Labeling Committee and extend ap- 
proval to the recommendations of any 
selection of terms from among the re- 
quired optional terms in Food and 
Drug Administration regulations which 
one of the commodity committees may 
select or may be selected by mail vote 
from canners of such products and ap- 
proved by the Labeling Committee. 


ICC Issues Order to Speed Box 
Car Loading and Unloading 


Emergency measures to speed up 
loading and unloading of box cars in 
order to relieve the present serious box 
car shortage were announced this week 
by the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion and Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. In order to overcome delays in 
rail freight movements, the ICC issued 
two orders, one of which places heavy 
demurrage charges on loading and un- 
loading of box cars and the other re- 


quires railroads promptly to unload all 
freight cars which are their responsi. 
bility to unload. 

The demurrage order on box cars 
was issued, it was explained, because 
box cars are being delayed unduly in 
loading and unloading thus causing 4 
shortage of equipment. The action is 
taken in ICC Service Order No, 300 
which is practically identical with ICC 
Service Order No, 242, issued for pe- 
riods in the fall of 1944 and the sum- 
mer of 1945. The new order became 
effective at 7 a. m., November 15, 1945, 
and expires December 15, 1948. 

The demurrage order provides that 
all box cars, whether or not subject to 
an “average agreement,” are subject 
to the following demurrage charges on 
detention in loading or unloading: 


$2.20 per car per day for the first 
two days; $5.50 per car per day for the 
third day; $11.00 per car per day for 
the fourth day and $16.50 per car per 
day for each succeeding day. The 
order does not apply to import, export, 
coastwise or Intercoastal traffic. 


The second order, ICC Service Order 
No, 363, was issued, the agencies stated, 
because box cars containing freight are 
being held by railroads for an unrea- 
sonable length of time and the delay in 
unloading such cars is aggravating the 
existing shortage of box cars, calling 
for immediate emergency action. Un- 
der the order, at all points, including 
ports, where the carrier has the duty, 
responsibility or obligation to unload 
freight, the railroad is required to un- 
load any such freight held in box cars 
within 10 days of the car’s arrival. 
This order applies to any box car held 
short of such unloading points, and the 
10-day period begins after arrival at 
such holding points. 

Service Order 368 became effective at 
12:01 a. m., November 15, 1945, and 
expires December 15, 1045. This order 
is subject to special or general permits 
that may be issued by the director of 
the ICC Bureau of Service. 


Farm Machinery Output Drops 


Farm machinery production de 
creased $17,707,697 in the third quarter 
of 1945 from the corresponding 1044 
total of 8163.88 1. 380 because of peace- 
time transition difficulties, the Civilian 
Production Administration has stated. 
However, production is expected to 
start moving up moderately in No 
vember, 

Lack of materials, particularly steel 
sheets and castings, was the biggest 
stumbling block to increased production 
as shown by 300 reporting companies, 
according to the CPA's Farm Machin- 
ery and Equipment Division. 
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November 24, 1945 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Principal activities in Congress this 
week affecting canners are summarized 
helow : 


The House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee reported favor- 
ably the Bullwinkle Bill (H. R. 2536) 
to protect carriers against anti-trust 
suits resulting from rate-making con- 
ferences, This bill is intended to per- 
mit rail, pipeline, highway and water 
carriers to confer with each other on 
rates and other matters without in- 
curring charges of violation of Federal 
statutes, The Committee’s report on 
the bill will be made available soon, 

Chairman Thomas of the Senate Ag- 
ricultural Committee has introduced an 
amendment to the pending appropria- 
tion bill for the United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration to 
require that UNRRA pay the full parity 
prices for all food purchased in the 
United States. The amendment pro- 
vides that no part of the appropriation 
shall be available to purchase agricul- 
tural products, whether raw or proc- 
essed, at a price below the full parity 
price as fixed by the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Act of 1938, and by the Stabill- 
zation Act of 1942. 


On Wednesday Senators Thomas and 
McKellar, at a closed hearing on the 
appropriation for UNRRA, accused 
some foreign nations of selling United 
Nations relief supplies for the benefit of 
their own governments. The govern- 
ments were not named. 


The House Judiciary Committee on 
Tuesday approved extension of certain 
titles of the Second War Powers Act 
for six months beyond the life of the 
present act. This would give the Gov- 
ernment authority to ration and allo- 
cate searce materials until June 30, 
146, instead of until December 31, 1945, 
as presently provided, 

Senate approval was given by voice 
vote Wednesday on the conference 
committee report on the land grant rate 
repeal (H. R. 604). As approved by the 
Senate, the bill would repeal, effective 
October 1, 1046, the present preferential 
rates and fares granted to the Gov- 
ernment on transportation of its freight 
and personnel over land grant railroads, 
The bill does not affect commercial 
rates, The House has not yet acted 
on the conference report. However, 
recently when an earlier conference 
report was before the House, it was re- 
Jected and the bill sent back to con- 
ference. 

The Senate, on Tuesday, set a 120-day 
deadline for return to the States of all 
the job offices, equipment, and personnel 


covered under the U. 8. Employment 
Service. The provision was included 
in the so-called “rescission bill” passed 
by the Senate which cut back $51,244,- 
680,000 of unexpended war appropria- 
tions. Previously, the House had speci- 
fled in passing the same bill that the 
job-finding offices and facilities go back 
to the States in 30 days. While House- 
Senate conferees may work out a com- 
promise, under no circumstances could 
they fix a date later than April 1. 

By a voice vote, the Senate then 
modified minor concessions made by 
the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
Stricken from the bill was language 
giving the Secretary of Labor authority 
to operate any State system if it failed 
to meet Labor Department standards 
for U. 8. Employment Service offices. 


Meetings 


November 26—Texas Canners Associa- 
tion, Annual Meeting, Casa De 
Palmas Hotel, McAllen. 

November 26-27—Packaging Institute, 
Annual Meeting, Hotel Commodore, 
New York, N. Y. 

November 29-30—Pennsylvania Canners 
Association, 3ist Annual Convention, 
Yorktowne Hotel, York. 


December 3—National Kraut Packers 
Association, Chicago, III. 

December 6-7—Iowa-Nebraska Canners 
Association, 44th Annual Convention, 
— Fort Des Moines, Des Moines, 

owa. 


December 7-8—Tri-State Packers’ As- 
sociation, Annual Convention, Lord 
Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Md. 

December 10—Maine Canners Associa- 
tion, Annual Meeting, Bastland Hotel, 
Portland. 


December 18—Minnesota Canners As- 
sociation, goth Annual Meeting, St. 
Paul Hotel, St. Paul. 

December 13-14—Association of New 
York State Canners, Inc., 60th An- 
nual Meeting, Hotel Statler, Buffalo. 

December 19-20—Ohio Canners Associa- 
tion, Annual Meeting, Deshler-Wal- 
lick Hotel, Columbus. 

January 7-11, 1946—National Council 
of Farmers Cooperatives, 17th Annual 
Meeting, Bdgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, III. 

January 9-11—Northwest Canners As- 
— Gearhart Hotel, Gearhart, 

re. 


February 3-8—National Canners Asso- 
ciation, Annual Convention, Ambas- 
sador Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. 


February 3-8—National Food Brokers 
Association, Annual Convention, Den- 
nis Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. 

February 8-8—Canning Machinery & 
Supplies Association, Annual Con- 
vention, Claridge Hotel, Atlantic 
City, N. J. 


February 3-8 — National American 
Wholesale Grocers Association, An- 
nual Convention, Marlboro-Blenheim, 
Atlantic City, N. J. 

February 21-22—Ozark Canners Asso- 
— Colonial Hotel, Springfield, 

0. 

March 8—Canners League of Califor- 
nia, Annual Meeting, Fairmont Hotel, 
San Francisco. 


Set-aside Restrictions on All 
Atlantic Sea Herring Are Lifted 


The U. 8. Department of Agriculture 
has announced that canners of Atlantic 
sea herring (including Maine sardines) 
will not be required to reserve for gov- 
ernmental use any part of their packs 
processed after November 10, 1945, 
This is provided in Amendment 16 to 
War Food Order 44. 

Under provisions of WFO 44, the 
USDA reserved 65 percent of the pack 
for the period April 1, 1045, to Sep- 
tember 20, 1945, inclusive, and 30 per- 
cent of the pack for the period Sep- 
tember 30, 1945, to November 10, 1045, 
inclusive. None of the set-aside pro- 
visions will apply to the portion of 
this class of canned fish processed after 
November 10, USDA stated. 


Because the fall pack is nearly fin- 
ished, this reduction in the govern- 
ment take will not have an immediate 
effect on the quantities of canned At- 
lantic sea herring available for the 
civilian trade. However, it means 
there will be no restrictions on deliver- 
ies from the spring pack beginning in 
February. 

Continued reductions in the quanti- 
ties of canned fish needed for the armed 
services make this action possible. 


Canned Fish Pack for 1945 


On the basis of the latest available 
information, the U. 8. Fish and Wild- 
life Service estimates that the produc- 
tion of canned fish during 1945 will 
total 17,669,047 standard cases as com- 
pared with last year’s pack of 18,- 
374,061 standard cases. The following 
table shows the estimated pack 
varieties: 
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Salmon: 
an United States....... 583,338 25,600,000 
ed, Alaska............. 4,800,000 200, 400. 000 
to Sardines and sea her- 
Lo- ring: 
— 
Sardines......... 2,500,000 000 
vel Sea herring....... 88 , 880 000 
est California.......... 4,000,000 000 
‘on 000 
744.444 000 
. Ghellfish............. 1,220,714 000 
in- 331.607 000 
Total. 17,660,047 000 


Information Letter 


Rationing Ended for Canned 
Fish, and Meats, Fats and Oils 


Termination of rationing of meats, 
canned fish, and of fats and oils, effec- 
tive 12:01 a. m., November 24, was an- 
nounced Friday by Secretary of Agri- 
culture Clinton '. Anderson, The de- 
cision to end rationing of these foods 
was concurred in by Price Administra- 
tor Chester Bowles, 


Consumers will no longer be required 
to turn In ration stamps or other ration 
evidence for purchase of beef, pork, 
veal, mutton, canned fish, butter, lard, 
shortening, margarine or related oils. 
The only food item remaining under 
rationing control is sugar. Because of 
the serious world-wide shortage, there 
is no immediate prospect of lifting 
sugar rationing, it was stated. 


The decision to lift rationing of all 
foods except sugar is made possible by 
the changes in food requirements and 
supplies which have taken place since 
V-J Day. 

“We have watched this rationing 
situation carefully,” Secretary Ander- 
son said, “and have waited until we 
felt sure of our ground before the 
decision to end controls on ments, 
canned fish, and fats and oils was 
reached. While we have had good sup- 
plies of beef in recent weeks, the sea- 
sonal increase in hog slaughter is just 
getting under way. We estimate that 
for the month of December supplies of 
meat available to U. 8. civilians will be 
at an annual rate of about 165 pounds 
per capita, after allowing for military 
needs, for set-asides to produce over 
30 million pounds weekly for shipment 
abroad to Allied and liberated coun- 
tries, and four million pounds for 
commercial export. Even if UNRRA 
should take a substantial tonnage, the 
s.pply would still be above those limits 
that would make the continuance of 
rationing essential. 


“Although fats and oils will continue 
in short supply throughout the world, 
the discontinuance of rationing of 
these commodities in this country at 
the same time that meat rationing is 
being lifted appears preferable to the 
institution of a completely new system 
of rationing for fats and oils alone,” 
Secretary Anderson pointed out, “To 
continue rationing of fats and oils, after 
cessation of meat rationing, would re- 
quire a completely new rationing sys- 
tem, involving the re-registration of 
more than 500,000 industrial and in- 
stitutional users and the possible is- 
suance of new ration books to all civil- 
jans in this country.” 

For the month of December supplies 
of fats and oils are expected to be at 
an annual rate of 50 pounds per capita, 


compared with an average prewar con- 
sumption of 48 pounds, During the 
first and second quarters of 1046 per 
capita civilian supplies of fats and oils 
are expected to be at the annual rate 
of about 45 pounds, or nearly 10 per- 
cent below the prewar rate, 

In order to fulfill commitments on 
food to be shipped abroad, Secretary 
Anderson said that set-asides and other 
necessary regulations will be continued. 
Manufacturers of shortening, mar- 
garine, salad ofl and other products 
will continue to operate under existing 
quota limitations. Allocations and ex- 


port and import controls will be main- Nov. 1, Oct. 1, Nov. 1, 
tained to help insure an orderly flow Commodity 144 1045 1945 
of food supplies for use in this country r v 1 — 1 eg 1 2 
and abroad, 10,873 22,914 26,385 
Blackberries.......... 12,702 21,960 19,559 
41,704 29,367 27,567 
— 16707 18. 
California Sardine Pack — 1 1 
G 22,227 6,357 17,673 
Deliveries of California sardines to 15343 10245 
processing plants during the week peache ss. 36,481 60,441 72,034 
ended November 17 totaled 9,484 tons. purees, 20,048 
Pack of sardines during the week was abe. , 
139,684 cases, The following table ter 56866 88.748 48.485 
shows the sardine deliveries by dis- —— — 
tricts and the pack by can sizes for Total. 301,590 360,230 382,407 
FROZEN VEGETABLES 
season as compared with 6,488 12,812 10,008 
: — 18.806 10,008 16.988 
Season to Season to 
Broccoli............. 9,490 2,122 8,200 
(Nov. 17, 1945 Nov. 18. 10% 1.786 (992 3,121 
Tonnage: Tons Tons Corn, sweet.......... 19,788 16,705 23,824 
Northern district.... ......... 82,288 D 51.073 84,937 74,068 
Central district. .... 1,871 131, 163 11,350 9,800 12,082 
Southern district 7,613 77.074 Brussels sprouts... . . . 2,006 734 968 
Pumpkin and .. 6,627 3,613 6,478 
9.484 201,425 Baked beans......... * 1,432 
Vegetable purees...... 446 
Pack: Cases Cases All other vegetables 51. ist 24, — 28,214 
oval.......... 848, 104 916,796 
1,536,816 1,193,999 Total. 186,084 180,033 202, 880 
3.943 OTHER FRUITS AND 
Ib. round, 06's 31,502 34,895 VRORTABLES 
Dried and evaporated 
Miscellaneous 80.933 09.625 63,624 58,452 54,121 
Canned fruits and vege- 
2,606,355 2,210,258 2,303 11,364 4,488 
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Frozen Fruit and Vegetable 
Stocks Held in Cold Storage 


Stocks of frozen fruits in cold storage 
on November 1, 1945, totaled 382,407,000 
pounds against 360,230,000 pounds on 
October 1, 1945, and 301,590,000 pounds 
on November 1, 1944, according to the 
U. 8. Department of Agriculture, 
Frozen vegetable stocks on November 
1, 1945, were 202,880,000 pounds as com- 
pared with 189,033,000 pounds on Oc- 
tober 1, 1945, and 186,984,000 pounds 
on November 1, 1944. The following 
table furnishes details by commodities: 
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